RSWG Telecon Notes

2/27/2007
Glenn Bethel - USDA

Pat O’Neill - USGS
Dawn Ortiz – Univ of Texas Austin
Dan Redieske - DHS
Sherry Durst - USGS
Ron Risty – USGS/SAIC
Brenda Jones – USGS
Brent Yantis – Univ of Louisiana Lafayette
Jeff Sloan – USGS

Renae Jacokes-Mancini- USFS

Bob Lease – NGA

Grant Mah – USGS/SAIC

Lou Driber – USGS

Yvette Fey – NGA

Susan Stitt – USGS

Chris Barnhard – DHS/SAIC

1. UAS Workshop – Pat O’Neill 

a. A conference call with the original workshop planning group was held. A new list of participants will be created to prepare for the follow-on demo workshop.
b. A demo workshop is being planned to demonstrate utilization from takeoff to imagery being delivered to the users.  It looks like Colorado may be a good place to hold the demo. The time frame is still being worked, possibly later this calendar year. 

c. It has been suggested to advertise through the Commerce Business Daily to get the word out. 

d. Ron Risty – suggested it would be very beneficial to have the FAA involved with the demos. Also had some discussion on involving the Indiana National Guard.

2. HDDS – Brenda Jones

a. Will distribute the usercode/password for the restricted data.  Please be aware of licensing on all datasets and use appropriately. 

b. Login:  Disaster     Password :  DGsiSP05

c. Discussion on use of the site and if the requirements specified through the group were being adequately addressed.

i. Dawn Ortiz – Texas uses scripts to do large downloads from the FTP site.  There are multiple user groups and we need to be able to accommodate the expert users. 
ii. Renee Mancini-Jacokes – USFS feels the average user would be comfortable with HDDS but also has requirement for the FTP site. Need to incorporate date ranges in the first screen on HDDS.
iii. Jeff Sloan – Download via FTP of the complete image is required for producing plots, etc

iv. Brent Yantis – ULL also does large data downloads from the FTP site. The downloading is needed for mapping and for transferring and serving data to others. 

v. It was agreed that a smaller browse was required (512 instead of 1024).

vi. Some discussion on usefulness of compressed imagery.  It depends on the use and degree of degradation.  Quality becomes an issue when factor greater than 80 is used.

vii. Glenn Bethel – A lot of organization for imagery coming in from multiple sites is required. Would like to be told what is new for the day. Need to be able to sort the imagery by acquisition data for post event data.  Don’t want to waste time, therefore information like cloud cover and quality need to be readily available.  Pre and post data need to be separate. 

viii. Glenn Bethel – Also remarked that a WMS with metadata is needed. USDA is investigating some new software that uses watermark technology.  USDA would use a WMS server for a big picture overview, but they also need the FTP download for field work and for mapping. 

d. Any other business

i. Brenda action – Check with John Perry about data distribution from FEMA.

ii. Pat O’Neill – A coordinate grid workshop is being help in Louisiana on April 17.  Info available at www.rac.louisiana.edu under the ER banner.  There will be a panel discussion on 2 county deep map revision at the end of the conference.

iii. Chris Barnhard – DHS has some carryover money and will extend coverage through Delaware and New Jersey.  Should be in place by the end of March.  Chris will provide a link to preparedness web site. 

iv. Sherry Durst – Will work on bringing the Air Force Academy into the UAV demo loop.

