Minutes from RSWG Meeting

3/27/2007

Attendees:

Steve Bullard – CDC

Everett Hinkely – USFS

Dan Redieske – DHS

Bob Lease – NGA

Mike Yuhas – DHS

Brenda Jones - USGS/EROS Data Center

Chris Barnhard – DHS

Yvette Fey - NGA

1. The UAV workshop is still being planned as a demo workshop. It will be listed in Commerce Business Daily to notify commercial companies.  The resulting responses will be evaluated by a panel who will issue invitations to those meeting some pre-determined criteria. The workshop should be held later this year, sometime this fall.  If you are interested in participating, please contact Pat O’Neil at pat_oneil@usgs.gov.
2. The International Charter: Space and Major Disasters is a group of space agencies that provide remote sensing imagery free of charge for disaster response. The USGS and NOAA represent the US in this group.  The US commercial companies, GeoEye and DigitalGlobe have recently joined through the USGS.  A press release will be coming out in the next month.  The Charter can be invoked for any disaster affecting life and property.  www.disasterscharter.org
3. Steve Bullard – Working on Avian influenza – trying to use remote sensing but the amount of imagery is huge. Please contact Steve if you are interested in avian flu.
4. Everett Hinkley – Working on RFP for UAS systems this summer. Gearing up for fire season.
5. Dan Redieske – DHS is gearing up for hurricane season. IRSCC will stand up for Ardent Sentry exercise in May. It is a hurricane that hits Rhode Island on the 4th, with a response on the 5th, and WMD incident on the 10th.  All of the on call list for IRSCC will hopefully be responding.   iCAV is standing up and being tested by the NOC at DHS.  It is linked into USGS data at EROS and a critical infrastructure database.  Will be used to disseminate info during disasters.  There will be one usercode and password for HSIN and iCAV.  It handshakes with at least 3 big databases,  if you have a database you want linked in please call Dan at 202-447-3473.  Email with roster has been sent. Daniel.redieske@associates.dhs.gov.

6. Chris Barnhard – USGS had some left over funds for DHS for imagery and have purchased a substantial block of new imagery from Aerials Express.  Areas in Texas, Virginia, New Jersey, DC…  Will be available for disaster response to homeland security community.  

7. Next telecon is scheduled for April 24 at 1430 CDT.

