RSWG Telecon notes – 9/26/2006

Attendees:

Jeff Sloan -  USGS
Susan Stitt - USGS
Randy Alberton – NASA/Dryden

Sgt Harrington – 82nd Airborne
David Nabity - APFO

William Pichel - NOAA
Tim Ruhren – NY State
Ron Risty – USGS/SAIC
Brenda Jones – USGS/SAIC
Debra Simicek-Beatty – NOAA/Hazmat
Pat O’Neil - USGS
Gordon Wells – University of Texas

1. The next meeting will be on Tuesday, October 17, 2006 at 1430 CDT.

2. USGS EROS is hosting the next meeting of the International Charter: Space and Major Disasters (www.disasterscharter.org).  As part of the meeting we will be having a 2 – day project manager training session. If you are interested in participating, please contact Brenda Jones (bkjones@usgs.gov) before 9/29/2006.
3. The UAV website is coming up.  There is a group that has been asked to help coordinate the program for the workshop. A framework agenda will be going out this afternoon.  There will be a general topic description, and panel members will be asked for input.  In about a week we should have a draft available for comments. Pat will be out all of next week at the NSGIC meeting and will be on leave from the 10th-25th.  He will designate an alternate to lead the group until he returns so the agenda can progress while he is gone.  Lots of interest has been expressed – possibly up to 100 attendees.  They have facilities to handle that many, plus an atrium for displaying UAVs.  The USGS mobile unit for ER will be available so there may possibly be some demos.  The Forest Service has expressed interest in bringing the UAV that they have used for working the forest fires this summer.  NASA Dryden is working with Forest Service using ALTAIR (sp?).  Looking to cover missions and capabilities at the workshop. Operation, platforms, imagery, data dissemination and handling, applications for ER and natural resource assessment issues. DHS FEMA staff is on the work group – possibly to facilitate panel discussions. How do we integrate government activities and get them in sync to distribute the imagery?  NorthCom, FAA, will also be represented.  Guidelines and restrictions will be discussed and ideas on how to work within them.  December timeframe allows time to address 2007 hurricane season etc.  How do we window a period of time around FAA restrictions?  What sensors should we use?  Need input on intel oversight issues. Please forward comments/ideas to Brenda Jones at bkjones@usgs.gov.  She will forward appropriately.  NASA is very interested in supporting the UAV conference.

