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1. Overview of UAS workshop – Fog on Friday created problems for people leaving Lafayette.  150 registered for workshop – 120 attended.  Had a good representation from many different groups.  Official term is UAS – not UAV.  Have a better understanding on how the platforms are used in the US.  Ardyth Williams from FAA provided rules on engagement of those platforms.  They are very strict rules, but there is interest in the Fed and Natl Guard side on using these assets next time.  The Predator is on the scope of the FAA for some kind of protocol for operating over the US.  They are building a Predator base outside of Houston.

a. Discussion from FS on using them for fighting forest fires.  They may be further along on using some of the UAS platforms.  More ideally suited over un-populated areas.  This is kind of a tricky question – rescue personnel may also define populated areas. The rules are looked at on a case by case basis by FAA. 

b. UAVs must have qualified operators and observers to fly.  

c. There is a whole litany of platforms and sensors available.  
d. A lot of players involved in using these assets, and now we know who to contact if something happens again. 

e. Should be a follow-on workshop.  
f. The notes and presentations will be posted on the Univ of Louisiana Lafayette site for download.  

g. Pat, Larry, and Brent did a great job on hosting the workshop.

h. University was glad to host.  ASPRS may have a continuation at the meeting in Florida this spring. May be more discussion style session, so people have more of a chance to talk issues.

i. Will use current phone list to notify of next session.

j. Some guard members are interested in further discussions and also in doing hands on and seeing platforms in play. Will create a challenge to coordinate.  This was in talking with Indiana and Louisiana and Blanchette from Redstone.  Texas would be glad to coordinate with LA and IN guard for border exercises.  

k. Closing session was good – good ideas discussed – will send notes – Carol Giffin. Workshop may be covered in People, Land, and Water – a Dept of Interior publication. 

l. Brent will be reporting to AmercaView program so it will get out to the states. 

2. Web service reqts – 

a. Bill Lehr – need standard formats and need access without a secret decoder ring.  A single usercode and password for all sites.  

b. Dan Redieske - Need a standard web address or a common posting ground or a handshake tool to monitor websites and databases. Need a GIS tool that will pull in by location files that pertain to that location and not the rest of the region etc. HSIN is designed for this, a one-stop shop that will link to all other sites. DHS will be rolling out ICAV – initially designed for Intelligence community, based on Pallenterra.  It hooks in critical infrastructure data base, could be one user code/password. 
c. Glenn Bethel – found a lot of sites, but not rated.  Still did not know where to go and what worked.

d. Pat O’Neil – Glenn had a lot of sites, but you wish the govt would have a one stop shop. 

e. Brenda Jones – GOS should be a one-stop site. Need to define requirements. 

f. Carol Giffin – can build communities in GOS that cover certain topics of interest. 

g. Mike Van Hook – Handshakes, dissemination of data, networks tied up with multiple users hitting one site.  Trying to set up infrastructure for receiving data. Set up storage space for event and program data – send Alabama data as it becomes available. May also link into other portals. Imagery would best be served from sites such as PIXIA.  Full imagery needed after event for complete assessment.  During an event small areas are looked at – if connectivity available.  Actual imagery or access point for imagery should be geospatial web service so it can be used in an application. Spatial databases and files can be included in mapping applications to get not everything – but what pertains to problem. Vector data application that would notify of new download available and search for this automatically. Location based info would be great for large vector files.  Pushing can be difficult – but need to enhance search and delivery services. 
h. Jeff Sloan – TNM is served as map service and can be used as a screen capture for situational awareness.  The physical data is needed for plotting, analysis, etc after the fact. Any type of viewer that is somehow referenced would really help. Need to be able to preview data.  Need before and after for disasters – tap NAIP a lot. Over 1 meter is overkill for before imagery – may need higher res for after images. 
i. Dan Redieske – it is about tagging the image. It all relates to the ground, so if you can bring back just that area, you will not need all of the viewer things.  Now you have to take everything – not just your problem area. Is there a maximum file size? Air Force will produce at 1 meter – only use higher res if specifically requested.  HSIN has chat service also. 
j. Glenn Bethel – WMS with best available pre-event imagery available. WMS that hosts image coverage and imagery along with metadata to search for cloud coverage, etc.  Purposely did not judge value of sites, but some awful sites did provide useful information.  Need to get access to good information – need a place to get official information relating to disasters.  Need official flood layers, official wind speeds, etc.  Need to know status of information provided – what is complete – what is in progress?  Some one needs to be responsible for evaluating data – need to synthesize what is available.  

k. What kind of info can be shared between portals? Can info be passed between portals?  OGC? 
l. DHS contact number for HSIN – 202.282.8649
